US History

Summer Reading

Up From Slavery  by Booker T. Washington

This book is available on http://www.questiaschool.com
Please answer the following question in complete sentences.  You should answer them as you read the book as I have divided them by chapters.  Be ready to discuss this book when we return to school in August.
CHAPTER 1

1. What was one of Washington’s great fears when sent on errands to the mill?

2. What was his greatest desire? How might this influence the rest of his life?

3. What evidence suggests he saw the plight of the slaves in an Old Testament context? (History)

CHAPTER 2

1. What factors worked against him, his family, and his neighbors in achieving an education?

2. How did attending night school influence his theories as a future educator?

3. What hard lesson did he learn about the relative nature of rewards and work?

4. What was his goal in telling his story? In what ways was he trying to influence the reader?

CHAPTER 3

1. What hardships of travel did he attribute to race and poverty, and why had he never before considered the effects of skin color?

2. What valuable life lesson did he learn from his experience of earning money along the way to Hampton Institute?

CHAPTER 4

1.What guiding principles of life did he develop in his stay at Hampton Institute? Explain how they developed and why he offered them as advice for others.

2. How was his experience of looking for work during the summer after his second year at school typical of those of many young African-Americans today?

CHAPTER 5

1. What objections did he have to many of his race who became teachers and preachers?

2. What was Washington’s belief about the proper relationship between his people and the Federal Government?

CHAPTER 6

1. What was Washington’s notion of a true gentleman? What famous example did he use?

2. What did he have to say about “the curious workings of caste in America” (70)? Give several examples of social

stratification in America’s society from his time.

CHAPTER 7

1. What was the economic status of the citizens in and around Tuskegee?

2. What attitude did he reveal about lifestyles and the spending habits of the African-Americans whom he observed?

CHAPTER 8

1. What one factor in Washington’s proposed curriculum put him most at odds with the African-American community? Why?

2. What was his estimation of the African-Americans’ educational sophistication and expectations?

3. Why did some in the local white community oppose teaching African-Americans trades and basic skills and knowledge education?

4. What particularly distressed Washington about the lives of so many African-Americans?

CHAPTER 9

1. What was Washington’s opinion of the Christmas holiday customs of his African-American neighbors?

CHAPTER 10

1. What is the significance of the title of this chapter?

2. As Washington recounted the details of the students building the campus with their own hands, what qualities of mind and/or character did he reveal in himself and the students?

3. What did the larger community learn from and about educated African-Americans?

CHAPTER 11

1. What is the significance of the chapter title?

2. According to Washington, what were the economic, political, and moral repercussions for the white community when they abused African Americans?

3. What evidence did he offer that his educational ideas were succeeding, and succeeding beyond the fields of Tuskegee?

CHAPTER 12

1. How would you characterize Washington’s philosophy of fundraising?

CHAPTER 13

1. Why was his address at the Atlanta Cotton States and International Exposition the most famous speech of his life?

2. Why was delivering this speech filled with personal and professional risk?

CHAPTER 14

1.What have been the positive and negative effects of his grand compromise, that socially the races should be separate as the fingers of one hand, yet united in the hand “In all things essential to mutual progress” (154)?

CHAPTER 15

1. Why did Washington advise public speakers to “forget all about rules” (170)?

2. Why does he say that he needed to “really master...my audience...[so] that we have gotten into full and complete sympathy with each other” and why did he desire to have “a great audience...completely within his control” (170)?

CHAPTER 16

1. How did Washington’s friends counter his claims that Tuskegee could not manage financially without him?

       2. What was Washington’s estimation of French morality and moral earnestness?

       3. What was Washington’s estimation of English society and servants?

CHAPTER 17

1. What was Washington’s stand on lynching?
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